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SUBJECT: US VISIT OF FRENCH MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE ROSSI 
REF: (A) PARIS 3123, (B) PARIS 2523 

1 . MISSION AGREES WITH EMBASSY PARIS THAT IT WILL BE 
HIGHLY USEFUL FOR FRENCH TRADE MINISTER ROSSI TO BE 
EXPOSED TO US THINKING ON MULTILATERAL TRADE NETOTI ATION S . 
HE IS SO FAR NOT SYMPATHETIC TO OUR AIMS OR 

INTENTIONS AND COULD CLEARLY PROFIT FROM EXTENDED 
CONVERSATIONS WITH US OFFICIALS. 

2. HOWEVER, FROM HERE THERE IS AN IMPORTANT QUESTION 
OF TACTICS AND TIMING. THERE WOULD BE A CLEAR CHANCE 
OF A SERIOUS MISUNDERSTANDING WERE ROSSI TO GO TO THE 
UNITED STATES TO TALK TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION BEFORE THE NEW STR HAS HAD A CHANCE TO 
DISCUSS THE MTN WITH THE COMMISSIONS OUR VIEW, 
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IT WOULD BE AN ERROR SO EARLY IN THE ADMINISTRATION 
TO GIVE A SIGNAL WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED AS A NEW 
DIRECTION BY THE ADMINISTRATION IN ATTEMPTING TO DEAL 
WITH THE MEMBER STATES RATHER THAN THE COMMISSION ON 
MATTERS WITHIN COMMUNITY COMPETENCE. VICE PRESIDENT 
MONDALE'S TRIP WAS MOST HELPFUL IN GIVING THE OPPOSITE 
IMPRESSION AND THAT FOOD START SHOULD BE BUILT UPON. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. ACCORDINGLY, OUR PREFERENCE WOULD BE TO HAVE NEW STR, 
WHEN CONFIRMED BY CONGRESS, UNDERTAKE EARLY VISIT TO 
MAIN MTN CAPITALS (INCLUDING PARIS) BUT STARTING WITH 
BRUSSELS (OR GENEVA), AND, IN ANY CASE, TO VISIT COMMISSION 
BEFORE CALLING ON ANY OF EC MEMBER STATES. IF 
THIS CAN OCCUR BEFORE ROSSI VISIT TO WASHINGTON, PROBLEM 
ON TIMING NOTED PARA TWO WOULD NO LONGER CONCERN US. 
SHOULD NEW STR NOT BE ABLE TO MAKE SUCH TRIP, WE CONTINUE 
TO BELIEVE THAT FIRST EC CONTACT SHOULD BE COMMISSION, 
AND POSSIBILITY OF COMMISSIONER HAFERKAMP VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON (THOUGH LESS DESIRABLE THAT STR CALL HERE 
FOR OBVIOUS REASONS) SHOULD NOT BE EXCLUDED. IN ANY 
CASE, FOR REASONS CITED ABOVE, TALKS WITH COMMISSION 
SHOULD COME BEFORE CONTACT WITH ROSSI INVOLVING TRADE 
POLICY. HINTON 
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